2 Kings 1-5
The Spirit of Elijah
1.

Elijah’s Accusation and Elisha’s Call (1 Kings 19:14-21)

Matthew 23:37 – Jesus’ woes against Jerusalem
37
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers
her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
Luke 9:61 – the cost of following Jesus
61
Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at
my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
2.

Fire from Heaven (2 Kings 1)

Matthew 3:4 / Luke 1:17 – John the Baptist
16
And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will
go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the
Lord a people prepared.”
Luke 9:54 – Fire from heaven?
53
But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you
want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But he
turned and rebuked them. 56 And they went on to another village.
3.

The Special Role of Elijah (2 Kings 2:1-14)

Matthew 17:1-12 – The Mount of Transfiguration
1
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and
led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3 And
behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said
to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here,
one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when,
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”
4.

Elisha Provides for a Widow (2 Kings 4:1-4)
1 Kings 17:13-16: Elijah provides for a widow

5.

Elisha and a Familiar Promise (2 Kings 4:8-17)
Genesis 18:9-12: Too impossible/good to be true?

6.

Elisha Raises a Son (2 Kings 4:18-37)
1 Kings 17: Elijah raises a son

Luke 7:11-17: Jesus raises a son
11
Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd
went with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had
died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a
considerable crowd from the town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he
had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came up and
touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to
you, arise.” 15 And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to
his mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet
has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!”
7.

Elisha Multiplies Food (2 Kings 4:42-44)

Mark 6:30-44: Jesus multiplies food
37
But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to
him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them
to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And
when they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he commanded
them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups, by
hundreds and by fifties. 41 And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up
to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples
to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And they all
ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and
of the fish.
8.

Elisha Ministers to a Gentile (2 Kings 5:1-14)

Luke 4:25-30: Jesus speaks at his hometown
25
But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah,
when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine
came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath,
in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many
lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was
cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the
synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the
town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that
they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went
away.

